






 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Note from our Experimental Support & Facilities Division: Phil Pile

      Last month a decision was made to delay the start of cool-down for the RHIC run until 20 January. This was in response to the needs of 
the PHENIX experiment to allow more time to install and commission their new MPC-EX detector systems. With this delay we still will be 
able to get in a 22 week run, with a week to spare, before the end of June. Further schedule delays are not expected at this time. Beams 
planned for next year include 100x100 GeV polarized protons followed by 100x100 GeV/n polarized protons on gold and ending with a short 
100x100 GeV/n polarized protons on aluminum (a new beam for RHIC). 

C-AD and Magnet Division personnel (mechanical, electrical, and cryogenic engineering) are preparations for the arrival of the sPHENIX 
BaBar magnet from SLAC. The shipment was delayed a bit but now seems certain to arrive at BNL this month.  The magnet will be setup in 
building 912 on the floor adjacent to the ERL cryogenic plant and be connected to the cryo plant. Low current tests to check its functionality 
are planned. Last month Jim Mills agreed to leave his position with the lab Modernization Project Office (MPO) to take on the role of Project 
Engineer for the sPHENIX project…a loss for the MPO and a gain for C-AD. Jim had a long history supporting AGS experiments during the 
AGS fixed target era and with engineering support for RHIC construction before joining the MPO. Welcome back Jim! If all goes as planned 
we will remove the PHENIX experiment from the 8:00 IR during the 2016 RHIC shutdown and begin the transformation of the PHENIX 
experiment to sPHENIX.  

BLIP and the TPL are preparing to begin operations in December. BLIP will come on with a new beam line with new beam instrumentation. The new beam line and 
instrumentation comes with the completion (still in progress) of the first phase of the beam Raster project, a $4.5 AIP. The actual beam raster part (Raster magnet) will be 
added during the FY 2015 shutdown. The tri-lab (BNL/LANL/ORNL) project to develop Ac-225 into a viable radiopharmaceutical was reviewed by DOE in early October. 
The committee report has not yet been released but we understand the report will recommend a continuation of this effort. This project is a multi-year project that will be the 
main R&D focus for the Isotope Group for the next few years.   

The Isotope Group just finished a follow-up cGMP QA audit by one of its Sr-82 customers – DraxImage. The last audit a year ago came with 7 “Major” findings with a 
result “Qualified with Restrictions”…a shot across the bow that we needed to improve on our compliance with our contractual obligation to strictly adhere to cGMP 
guidelines. This last audit was a follow-up and at the close-out the auditor indicated his pleasure at what he found and is going to recommend to DraxImage management 
that our “Qualified with Restrictions” result a year ago be lifted. This time he found no “Major” findings. My congratulations to the group as this has required heroic efforts 
during this past year (and will require continued efforts this and in out years!) to bring the program to a new level of operational excellence. 

The NSRL began operation for Run 14C on 30 Sept. with a plan to run through 14 Nov. The next run will come next year in the spring, to be scheduled. A project to raise 
the maximum beam energy to 1.5 GeV/n for iron beams has been approved. This entails installing a modified Booster extraction magnet (the backup D6 dipole is being 
modified to allow a higher magnetic field) and an adding a third dipole in the 20 degree bend in the NSRL beam line. The plan is to do this during the FY 2015 summer 
shutdown. 





safety stats: Peter Cirnigliaro




